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REMARKS 

After the foregoing Amendment, claims 1-16, 19-20, 24-29, 31, 32 and 34-42, as 
amended, are pending. Claim 24 was amended to incorporate the subject matter of claims 30 and 
33 therein, thereby making claim 24 an independent version of claim 33. Claim30 and 33 were 
cancelled and claims 3 1 and 32 were amended to make them dependant on claim 24. Claim 29 
was amended to more particularly point out and distinctly claim the invention. No new matter 
was added by the foregoing claim amendments. 

Entry of the foregoing amendment is respectfully requested because this amendment 
places all of the pending claims in condition for allowance. 

Drawings 

The drawings were objected to because, in Figs. 4 and 14, the boxes should have labels 
located inside the boxes and in Fig. 28, two of the boxes had misspelled words. 

Submitted herewith are replacement sheets 4/32, 1 1/32 and 21/32 of the drawings. On 
replacement sheet 4/32, Fig. 4 was amended to add in the requisite legends inside boxes 88 and 
61 . On replacement sheet 1 1/32, Fig. 14 was amended to add in the legends in boxes 88 and 89. 
On replacement sheet 21/32, Fig. 27 was amended to correct the spelling of the word "time" 
along the bottom axis of the graph and Fig. 28 was amended to correct the spelling of the word 
"process" in box S81 and to correct the spelling of the words "printing process" in box S85. 

In view of the submission of replacement sheets 4/32, 1 1/32 and 21/32, it is respectfully 
submitted that the drawing objections have been overcome. 

Drawings/Claims 

The drawings were objected to under 37 C.F.R. § 1.83(a). It was the position of the 
Examiner that the drawings did not show the temperature sensor "under" the fixing unit as 
recited in claim 29. By the foregoing amendment, claim 29 has been amended to state that the 
temperature sensor is "lower than" the fixing unit. It is respectfully submitted that Fig. 1, which 
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is a side elevational view, clearly shows the temperature sensing detector (88) is at a position 
within the apparatus which is lower than that of the fixing unit (48). In view of the foregoing 
amendment to claim 29, it is respectfully submitted that the objection to the drawings should be 
withdrawn. 

Prior Art Rejections 

Claims 24, 25, 27, 28, 30-32, 34, 39, 40 and 41 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Japanese Publication No. 09-281871 (Hagiwara), either alone or in 
combination with one of three other cited references. Claims 1-16 and 19-20 were indicated as 
being allowable. Claims 26, 29, 33, 35-38 and 42 were objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim but were indicated as being allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

By the foregoing amendment, allowable claim 33 has been placed into independent form 
by incorporating the subject matter of both claim 33 and intervening claim 30 into independent 
claim 24. The dependency of claims 31 and 32 has also been amended to depend directly from 
claim 24. As a result of this amendment, claim 24 (independent version of claim 33) is now 
allowable. Claims 25-29, 3 1, 32 and 34-42 are also now allowable because they all depend 
directly from allowable claim 24. Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that the rejection of 
claims 24, 25, 27, 28, 30-32, 34, 39, 40 and 41 should be withdrawn. 
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Conclusion 

In view of the foregoing drawing amendments and the foregoing amendments to claims 
24, 29, 3 1 and 32, it is respectfully submitted that the present application, including claims 1-16, 
19-20, 24-29, 31, 32 and 34-42, is now in condition for allowance and such action is respectfully 
solicited. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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